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April 29, 2025 

 

The Honorable Howard Lutnick 

Secretary of Commerce  

U.S. Department of Commerce 

1401 Constitution Ave NW 

Washington, D.C. 20230 

 

Dear Secretary Lutnick, 

 

The Inventors Defense Alliance is a nonpartisan advocacy organization that works to build support for 

inventors' rights, safeguard justice, and protect access to capital for American innovators. 

 

On behalf of the IDA, I write to commend the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office -- under the leadership 

of Coke Stewart -- for its efforts to restore confidence and stability in the U.S. patent system. These 

reforms are especially critical for small businesses, start-ups, and independent inventors who rely on 

strong, predictable intellectual property protections to bring new technologies to market. 

 

Secure intellectual property rights are the foundation of America's innovation economy. They fuel job 

creation, attract investment, and keep the United States globally competitive. Small businesses -- 

responsible for more than 60 million American jobs -- must be able to trust the patent system in order to 

take risks, raise capital, and pursue breakthrough ideas. 

 

We particularly applaud the USPTO's recent rescission of the 2022 memorandum limiting discretionary 

denials at the Patent Trial and Appeal Board. This decision marks real progress in curbing duplicative 

patent challenges and improving access to justice for inventors, regardless of their resources. 

 

We look forward to working with you and the Department of Commerce to advance policies that 

strengthen intellectual property rights and preserve a fair, reliable, and innovation-driven patent system. 

The USPTO's recent actions set exactly the kind of example American inventors need. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kristen Osenga 

Chief Policy Counselor 

Inventors Defense Alliance 

 


